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. 288; Ma dear) freaking, out exerting, and letting no 
1 "Mor deſpiſe them, theſe are of great, tho' they are 
* not pretended to be of. equal, Importance to the. 
© whole Body of the Clergy: For the Thing 
Abet they are to ſpeak and exhort to, are what 

» WT, ſummarily mentioneth, in the 42th Verſe 

of this Chapter, 70 live Soberly, Righteouſly and 

"Go 4, bange, teverently, towards the Divine 

F Majefty. ” And'it is bf great Co onſequence; "that 
ee ee on theſe en 2 ſhould 1 
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ſho, ald be rebuked, - And-thas they a ihe 


en 2 , for 
or doing any Thing that 


} cacys. 3 ould. Ie: 
Neglect af their Duty, 
| is haſe br contemptible: Or, as others expound 
the Words, altho' this; Epiſtle was particularly . 
inſorib ae [Eine yt. toingo be. read in 4 6 
0 denn Ne "on, not to deſpiſe. beir Biſh 

| | canſequently,. nor any other * Miniſter of 
| Cryin For, that Trftr, porta 
| Rebiikes Wem dit Auhocis: defpiſed;awill ava 
L lite en him who deſpiſeththim, is à Truth ſo. 
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In this laſt Propoſitions I include both the. 
Senſes, in which 


Th # ity's and : 
5 Totes en the « Tem i v 


— 
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adde the Holy Ghoſi hath inveſted.and s 


I Flack of Gbr, a» Teachers, to remave 
| | their Ignorance of what the Scripture declareth 


| | his Epiſtle to Trug, Ch. ifi. Ver. B. bet thay: 
| | affirm conſtantly, that they who have. believed ip, 
| © God, might be careful to maintain good Works. 
| |} Theſe "Things are gend and. profitable ante Men. 
e Things, a found Faith, and a ſuitable Prao- 
| tice, are what Men ought chiefly to be inſtructed 
in, and exhorted to; for this is to ſeek their 
| Profit, ibat they, might be ſaved. Theſe Things 
Late fafely, and may bps profitably \diſcourſed. 

of z which can ſeldom be affirmed of nice and 
merely ſpeculative, Points of Divinity, or the 
| 1 Myſteries: of our Faith ; for few ap- 
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fed us. We ought therefore, as Paſtors, to = a 


neceſſary to Salvation. I will, faith St. Nau in 


if pear qualified to _ of n and W 0 


eur e . 
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e 3 — me cannot 5 


— two convey Inſtruction, ) it is fit chat our 
{Diſcourſes on Religion ſhould be, tho“ 


plain, Jet not in a low, ſordid. Stile 3 for . 


is undecbening the Dignity of the Sqhject, and 
denoteth Want of proper Skill and Elegance in 
the 
che Things he ſpeaketh of z either of Whieh 
ill cauſe him to be generally diſregarded. The 
| 1 e d infraited unte the Kingdom of Nas. 


Speaker, or a careleſs Indifference., towerde 


ling Words of mi which as they ure ſeldony: 


der what 


—— — in Aldaioh 0 the Jag” | 
rale, and bib Offiae in the Meth of "the 
Moſaick Law) ſhould, like av ufer 
plentiful Fortune, and prudent CEconomy, bring © 

% of h Treaſure Things new und dt: Eeomithe 
— of uſeſal Knowledge Which he hate 
acquired; and preſtrvod ny the of. 
Ris Mind, for the-moſt Noble — the In- 


_ terofls of Religion; and the Salvation of Souls; 


s ſuch an Houſhelder lays up in his Store-Houlſe | 
the old and now Fruits of the Farthy to 5 
dreught out as Occafion requires; for the Suſte«! I 
nance/and Pleaſare of his — or his Gueſts; 
fo the Goſpel-Setibs, furniſhed with competent 
Learning; and aderned with u Bacitiry of . 
pProſſing it well; (both the Bleſſings of God om 
devour und faithful Induſtry) muſt; fait his I. 
ſtructious to the Wants and Cupatities, and his 
Language to the Reliſf of his NMearers, with: 
Intention to make chem wiſer and beiter; Pur! Il 
Poſes not to be eſſteted by fpeaking:'grear: /wek | 


if ever, conducted dy good Senſe, may remind: {| 
us of an unfkilful: Pilot, pretending to. ſteer Þ 
Veſſel without Ballaſt, yet carrying great Sail 
but hy the Preacher of Righteouſneſs preparitig 
| hind to be, a the | 
= lovely Song of one who hath a pleaſant Voice," ih 
and car play well on an Inflriment ; for we know i 


pleaſeth the Ear, often captivatech'” 
the: Heart. Oe me leave therefore, \Reverendul 


» | a 
* \ p 
* 4 
b I 
| l 
% * 5 + 
g * 
y , Ot * 0 f * 5 
, "II , YR p * * . 1 Ay 4 ” — £ * 
8 * TT” = 


* ? 
4 . 1 "IH 
2. 
4 2 * 
* 4 LS * 4 
2 ” * 
Ls DET” 1 
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thren, "inde Work.of . a mn 

0 put you in Remembrance that en ah this. 
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18 wess 1 W. are commended not only 
a teach the neceſſary and ſubſtantial Duties of 
aon, but to exhort our Neafers to the Prace | 
ok them. For as, however inſtructive a 
PDiſcourſe' may be, however fairly and fully; 
Rules of Practice ariſe from Hectrines laid, 
down, they. may be unobſerv'd, unleſs they be 
pointed out to them 1 ſo. they may be neglecd- 
pn (which-/in., many. Inſtances. the Obſer 
or che Apoſtle's Rule may prevent) if, they be 
| not erhortec to them z we therefare,. to 1 0 
the Word of Reconciliation is | 


nmitted, are 
| only to inſtruct Men in their Duty "cowards 
© God; but ſeriouſly and affectionately, and in 
the moſt pathetie Manner (as, we may learn 
from the Prophets, Apoſtles, and Chr him- 
ei) to exhort them to practiſe thoſe + Things: 
lich mate for their Peace. If our Inſtructions 
Ie rejected, and our Exhortations;' cannot 3 
j nn: are then, as wh Apoſtle > oped 2 
dai 75 I alls H 7 175 
* Seoapdly," To. rebuke: hm, But We a ptu- 
. Caution is to be obſerved, not to rebuke 
Man perſonally, except in Private, unleſs: 
ien after he hath been more than once Prue TS 
Lcd andcameſtly admoniſhed, he (con 1 
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= his Church How greatly theſe Cenſures | 
became Chriftiansy when the Spiritual 


- cords of Antiquity: They tell us, that wei 


who had this Sentence paſſed on them were im» 
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were dreaded, and with how much Reaſon früm 
the Times of the Apoſtles, till the — a 
i 
ted by the temporal Power, and the Rad of ds 
| Apoſtles was ſucceeded by the Sword of che 
Civil Magiſtrate, is evident from the belt Ra. 


communication being denounced by the Ap 
tles, or their Succefſors, the Biſhops of 
Church, either perſonally, or by others de 
by them (for they, after the Example of St. 
Paul, tho' abſent in Body, ſometimes judged by 

theſe, as if they were preſent) the Wrenches 
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mediately forſaken by God, and his nd] 0 
miniſtring Spirits; and being deſtitute of his 
Protection, they were ſeized by that Adverſary © 
of Mankind, the Devil, who afflicted them with 
Uleers, or ſuch Diſcaſes of the Body 2 made 
them Spectaeles dreadful to all wh wefe Rye 
_ witneſſes. of their Sufferings ; that they might © 
fear; let they ſhould fall into the ſame- Con 
demnation. Thus the. inceflugus Corinthias was | 
adjudged. by St. Paul to be deliver'd-up: to da: 
tan for the DelttufSim of the Heß ; not the tot, 
Deſtruction of the Fleſh; the Death of the Bodyy 
but (as ſome Interpreters expreſß) for the 4 
| " en 
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ue Perſon hs of the Grace of God, and 
his 1 Repentance be ſoved in the Day of the 
i Lord Jeſus, when He ſhall appear in the laſt 
Judgment 10 render to every Man according to bis 
FH Works; and leſt the Sinner, if not thus made an 
Example for the Terror of others, might cor- 
 rupt them. For thus the | 
nh Know ye not that 4 little Leaven leaveneth the 
whole Lump? Purge out therefore the old Leaven : 
= He explaineth the Metaphor thus, therefore put 
away from yourſelves, that is, excommunicate, 
| "that wicked Perſon ; do this by my Authority 
derived from Chriſt, whoſe Apoſtle I am, his 
= Subflitute to govern the Affairs of his Church, 
under him a Ruler or Biſhop of it to admit in- 
to, and to drive out from, the Communion of 
i the Church; and as Chrif# ſent me, having 8 
| Commiſſion to ſend others, and they the like, 
| while the Church ſhall! continue on Earth. Thus | 
| the Judicial Sentence of the Apoſtle was under- 
it Rood, and there was an univerſal Practice an- 
ſwerable to it in the primitive Chiſian Church. 
The Act of Excommunication was without 
Controverſy own'd to be Part of the Power 
of the Keys, called ſo by Analogy 'or Reſem- 
bdlance; for as the Office of Keys is to admit 
WU into, pr/to exclude from à Place; ſo. being ap- 
pid to a ſpiritual Senſe, the Power of the 
1 Keys granted by Grit, as Lord of his ow n 
| Houſe,” and appointing Biſhops the Stewards of 
| It, they have a Right to receive Infants, whq 
£ mo well by t their _— or adult Perſons _ 
| p wha 


Apoſtle proceedeth, ” 
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Who — for ane en into the Congtegs 
ion of Gris Flock by Baptiſm. But if after 


this, they fall away from Chrift by Actions which. 


Biſhops may and ought to drive ſuch Men out 


from their Society, and ſo keep them, till their 
Repentanee and viſible Amendment entitle thernn i 
to be reſtored to the Communion. Cbriſ pro- 
miſed to St. Peter, (not in Pre-eminence above 
the reſt of the Apoſtles) and foon after to them 
all, (the Difference is, only in the Order of 


may reflect Diſhohout on the Community of 
Chriſtians, or may be contagious among them, 


Time) which is plain from Matt. xvi. 19. Matt. 


xviii. 18, 
| Earth fhall be bound in Heaven, and whatſoe- 


that whatſoever they ſhall bind \on 


ver they ſpall looſe en Earth ſhall: be looſed in 


Heaven: For tho' in this latter Text the Keys 


are not mentioned, they are evidently to be un- 
derſtood, as they are in that of St. Jobm xx. 2343 Ii 
Whoſe. ſoever Sins ye remit, they are remitted unis 
them ; and whoſever Sins ye retain they are retain». 
ed. Words of the jame Import with thoſe in 


the Goſpel written by St. Matthew, and again i 


repeated by our Bleſſed Saviour ſoon. after his 1 


Reſurrection; whence we conclude, that the 


Authority of the Keys was not granted to St. 


Pieter, excluſively of the reſt of the Apoſtles, 
but extended to them all, and by neceſſary 
Conſequence, to all ſucceeding Governors 1 
| e of the _—__ Chub jet 
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Bot, as few of the Chergy 3 are 
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the Cure of Souls immediately committed to 
them, they muſt have Authority to rebuke Men 
of corrupt Minds: Some of theſe may not be 


without Rebukes they may 
not be reformed; and if it be the Duty of every 


Man ſeaſonably to rebuke his Neighbour, and 
not ſuffer Sin upon him, moſt of all is it our 


who are peculiarly appointed -to watch 


+ for Men's . 


For the ſuceefoful W of this 8 


4 of our Office St. James, c. i. v. 20. gives us this 
= cautionary 
= not the Righteonſneſr of God. However perverſe, 
I 1 may add, however infolent and abuſive ſome 
| may be when they are rebuked, tho” it be 
done with Tenderneſs and hearty Concern for 
| their Welfare, (I ſuppoſe there are few of us 
wo have not met with theſe unworthy Re- 
Ss turns for our good Will) it is riot for the Ad- 
vantage of Religion, or | 
dy out into the Tranſports of Anger againſt 
chem. Do thou therefore, O Man of God, flee 
| meſs, as St, Pau adviſeth z or, in the Words of 


© Solemon, Anſwer not a Fool according to bis Folly, 
tf then alſe be like unto bim. We know that 


Maxim, She Wrath of Man worketh 


of our Characters, to 
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thus dignified, and the greater Number have 


| fo wicked as to deſerve the extreme Cenfures 
| of the Church, yet 


8 n 
the Charter he gives of « Fol i, chai 


Wrath is f bs 


ihe heat; * 3 
not. wiſh well do our Order, rejoyce. at an Ops il 
portunity of provoking any of us into the Paſs Ii 
fion of Anger: And theſe Scorners hating Re» | 
duke, if dy their unmannerly Grepitar , 
their ſly Drollery (perhaps on ſome natural Ia. 
firmities of their Reprover) their recriminating Ji 
him (it may be very undeſervedly) or their e- 
prefling high Indignation againſt the Miniſter of | 
rz, for taking (as they ſuppoſe): too muck i 
upon him ; if by any of theſe Means they caw | 
provoke him to Rage, they think they expoſe 
| him to _ — <> 


BY 88 of the Life of ana i 
Prelate of our Church, and in the higheſt Sta- 
tion of it, the Hiſtorian, who giveth him @ 
moſt exalted Character for his Piety, Charity* 18 
and Learning, joined to the Blefling-of a greae Ji 
| Genius, telleth us, that he had his Weakneſs | 
too, that he wes ſoon provoked to violent An- l 
ger, which fome who wiſhed him that un 
_ timely Fate, to which he was adjudged: by} 

cruel Men, made Advantage of againſt him 
they repreſented him publickly- in chat dark” | 
Side of his Character, which made him le, 
beloved than he deſerved to be, and would have: ll 
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Toe] 
he labvured to correct it. The Hiſtorian FA 
| Gerveth, that tho he had not Malice againſt an 
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but it is more extenſive and laſting; for it may; 
} do good to our Country, to our Age, to Poſte- 
ii rity long after we have ſhut our Eyes, and turn- | 


} 
i | 
1 
| 


KY och... We 1 in the Affairs of b 


Man, he ſeldom could reprove with Temper, 
' gfpecially when he reproved for Sin; which, 
| tho? it proceeded from an intenſe [Zeal for Re- 
ligion, did not advance the Intereſt of it, but 
nade the Guilty more obſtinate :than he found 

| them,” The Application is obvious ; and the 
more eminent the Example is, the 35 
intended ee n'd by' i is the Rronger:... 


ing and rebuking, hath been with regard to 
our outward Expreflions : But. there. is a more 


| | effectual Method of benefiting, not only thoſe 


ho are immediately committed to our Charge, 


ed our Backs on this World; and, no doubt. our 
| Reward will follow us. What I here ipcak of, 
| is good Example; this . a She fe. 
| veral Particulars diſcourſeg. a 4. hes 


1 


* 
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this World, in the Conduct of which Men are 


| | generally careful and anxious, how ready they 1 
Jae to be directed by ſuch as they think able 
[ts guide them, if their Advice be inforced by , 


. 
. 


Y a. 


their own: Example In ſuch Counſellors they ap- 
prehend there is Safety; for they are recommend- 


ed al wer Skill 50 en, INE had who = 


be ſuppofed Wwe well quilifed to un tand 

Religion, and the Sanctions of it, the 'Certaitit 
of everlaſting Joys, and never-ceaſing former 8 4 | 
as they whoſe Profeſſion. obligeth them to ſcare 1 
the Scriptures? Who can doubt of their Sincerity 7 
in preaching theſe Things, who obſerveth 8 
they live an the Powers oft to _— [ 


& | 
This 3 Obriftians to thaie Duty. The | 
Girl Principle of Nature, Self. preſervation, ad- 
viſeth ; or, ſhall I rather ſay? obligeth them, to 
endeavour to be for ever happy, and to avoid 
being eternally miſerable. When therefore Liſe | 
and Death are ſet before them, and they we 
| are wiſe and underſtand theſe Things, prove by ſen- 
ſible Experience, a more powerful Argument 
 _ than bare Diſcourſe, that they prepare for ther 
| latter End; and, (as when St. E 
Timotiy to tgach, as he was directed to perſi 
to what he taught,) are Examples to the 
lievers; that, (as the Apoſtle otherwiſe alſo es 
preſſeth it,) They tale beed to themſelves, they pry 1 
eos your pads MO eg ge nds bear _ 1 "8 
Good unte Nb for it eren | 
| by that natural Senſe of Shame, with which | 
God hath bleſſed Mankind to preſerve good Res | 1 
Putation, uſeful i in this World, a and, as it is the 
Reward of virtuous Actions, an Earneſt mY 
Glory hereafter, This native Principle diſco» | 
vereth itſelf in early Youth, and is wanting only } 
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Age on their Aliens, Where any Ingenuity 
est, for Man to obſerve another of the like" 
| Paſſlons with himſelf, equally ſubject to Infirmi- 
ties, and expos'd to the like Temptations, to de 
honourably! diſtinguiſhed in the World by aſige 
mall eremplary Virtue, muſt, unleſs the Sinner be 
void of Shame, bis Face, as the Prophet Jeremiah 
ſaith of the Inoorrigible, under than a Rock, re- 
roye him while he continueth in an/evil COvurſe 
Conſeience tormenting him ?till: "theſe 
\ Reflections produet in him the peaceable 
Piuit of Righteouſneſs': And with regard td 
dis Credit in this World, and his laſting. Inte · 
Wl great and good as another Man, Such is tha 
oral Effect of / good Example by whomſos 
ever erhibited, but moſt of all by us who are 
& peculiarly appointed to be the Lights ef "the 
W World, and are a8'0:City' fot ona Hill iubiab cam 
e bid; for the very Nature of our Function 
W expoſeth our Behaviour, whether we deſigh it 
or not: So that conſideting the Inſſuenoe of dun 
Hample, and the conſpicuous Station in which 
ve are placetl, we may invert the Seying of the 
Frophet Jaiahy and what he fpeaketh: in a dif- 
' ferent. Senſe, we may apply. to this: we are na- 
Aſcourſing e e n i with the 
rs: AE ns 21013); HOYT 430 0p . 


i Seni . 1 . 
n and. laſt Dlagies e 
Apoſt cen to render our Iaſtructions, Ex- 


dennen . 
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. in bur Potrer: to preſerve our felyes: i | 
ing delpiſedy and _ _— Ny do not %, 
N. ford | | (he 1 
n Tar 4 
Then ate two t chien which woe 
io debaſe the Miniſters of — Goſpel, from 
whom particularly their Oppoſttes are required; 
. to bring them under deſerved Contempt. 
Theſe ate Ignorunde und Immorüliey. For if the 
Bud take upon them to head tbe Blind, or if they 
who are going in the of Deſtruction ex» | 
Hort others to purſue that which leadeth to Life) 
they are of all Men the moſt contenptible z they 
of the one fort; beckuſe they appear not to un- 
derſtund chut whereof they affirm z of the other: 
berauſe they contradict by their Practice what 
they arm and recommend by their Diſcourſe, 
A few Words diſtinctty of each of theſe juſl 
| ne of nt. 'Firſt of Ignorance: "21K 


— Buſineſs u Man profeſſerh; it i it be 
0 found that he doth net under ſtand it, he is not 
only confidered as a poor worthleſs Pretender, 
bot juſtly cenſured for raiſing ExpeRations which 
he cannot anſwer. And if any ſhould in his e- 
half offer thut pitiful Apology for his mean baut 1 
forthances; that he does as well 43 he can, or 4 
think/ to excuſe him by ſaying, Nature N 
| not fitted him for the Calling he hath engaged | 
8 5 omg ® FO therefore it dare A 
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before their Admiſſion into the Office of ea- 


* 
? 7 


| _ 'and edles to Adele "00 Bold 
and giddy Enterprizing what's: Man hath juſt 
Cauſe to think he will never be able to per- 


form with Advantage to others, or Credit to 
himſelf, is blameable whatever he undertak- 


eth; but if the Miniſtry of Religion, it is abo- 
[1 mingle. How can the ignorant teach? _ 
can they argue for the Truth? How can 


cons, ſay that they truſt they are inwardly -mov- :.., 


| Office and Miniſtration, for the promotion of his 


1 Glory, and the edifying his People? Will it be 


ſaid, that at the Age required by the Canon of 


i our Church they were not Judges of their own : 
Abilities, or that they could not. then diſtin- ” 


guiſh whither from a ſpiritual or a temporal 
Principle, whether to ſerve God and his Church, 

or to ſerve themſelves by the Profits and Emo- 
luments of it, they offered themſelves to the 
| "Miniſtry? This deſerveth no Anſwer, but pro- 
voketh the Exclamation which our Saviour uſed 
to the Phariſees, ye Fools and Blind! If it be ar- 
gued that they may have Piety, it is anſwered, 
tat in this Inſtance, there can be no true Piety 
without Prudence. God be praiſed, our Church 
= doth not approve of inward Calls without ſub- 

ſtantial Qualifications. It never condemned hu - 
man Learning as an Hindrance to Piety, or 
exploded it as prophane and heathenous, not to 
be admitted into Chriſtian Aſſemblies, altho' the 


£ 8 uſed it in the Areqgagins and the Ro- 
mans 
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1 
mans in the Forum. We, (to 1 once fo the 
Language of thoſe who are fond of compound WW 
Phrgſes, would, (well as they) have a Soul-fav- IM 
ing, and Goſpel. preaching Miniſtry, and e 
would have it with Simplicity z but we think ir 

' impoſſible to enjoy it in that Senſe of the Word 
Simplicity, which denoteth Ignorance, that Ble- 
miſn of the Mind, which is never ſo contemp- 
tible, as when ir e eo approach the Saks. ah 
5 t 0 Lord. | 6 


| 1 is reaſonably wour that the greater Num- 2 
ber of our Clergy have therefore taken Care” to | 
prepare themfelves for their ſolemn Deſignation' 

to the Miniſtry 3 and, as more was daily 10 be 
expected from them, have made a Proficiency 
in theological Knowledge proportionable to the z 
Time and Opportunities they have had for it. 
What f tho' ſome of theſe who have exhaiſtedl | 
their Health and Strength in hard Study,'who- WM 
have teiled in it Nights and Days, and Yeats | 
together, however expert - Fj Pers of - Men th 7 
may be, have caught nothing from thoſe- 1 9 | | 
diſpoſe of Fortunes and Preferments ; while di- 
ligent Seekers, but | otherwiſe vagrant Idlers,” 'W 
| haye got that which (if the common Saying be 
. true, makes the Man) but it is much truer, what A 
they have not deſerved. Fortune maketh no 
Exception to this Truth, Ignorance in the Mi- 
niſters of the Goſpel, wherever i it is found, o- 
pron, _ r be I” TEM, 
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Wha 83 to 2 the like. Fong, 
is Immaralicy. The Crime and Scandal. of tk 
ae Sweater than af the cher. There is nd Man 
- of fo, low, Underſtanding but is able to. diſcery 
iz; nor any Man, however 4 himſelf, but 
muſt deſpiſe a Clengy wan for it. 8 Suppoſe ſug h 
an one presching againſt Vice. (ag in the Courſe 
of his Office be muſk do it) the Anſwer which, 
every Man who knoweth him makatk him in 
his Thoughts (however ſome may ſpare him 


im their ExpieGons). is, Phyſicians. heat: thyſelf. 
- Hydecd: be is, a bad Phyſician of the Soul, who 
doch vet, But, a 4 Te Mama, Which: Solawonh 
faiths, 16 derten then precious Qintmews When once 
* 2 hard te he renovered; o 

Wen ſuch a Man's on Heat enademasth him. 
d he beflecteth on the: Influence oß his bad 
| - Sxample,, he is in a miſerable, Condition 4, for 
be can neichet omit his Duty, pas diſcharge; it 
With a _— to; his Character, and a: quick 
| "Conſcience. 
| of which, is, 1 believes perſonally. congernad, in, 
[what is now faids Gf otherwiſes Babold hene that: 
ans Ir eee ve wann 
ben Nit. 
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In, ragatd to the Audience, no one : 


1 it ia dane; e 5 deſpiſed fon 
fect in. this, hus often blamed for 2 fault 
ceſs. Thus it is, and that thus it hath been, 
the Widows and Chiiden ot ſevergt Clesgy 
ſucceſſively poſſeſffod of the few plentiful. 
ings Jef among us, being © 


and with Reaſon, a Man's $ 
to be 
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e cianfine 4 — anther wook? 22 Man of : 4 1 
| Senſe be proud of a ſlovenly Attire; ſo far 


as 4 Proverbial Expreſſion among the Latins, 
| | Sordere er Comtemni, is equally true with us, ex- 
i} cept where neceffary Poverty, which moveth 
Pity, is the Occaſion of it; otherwiſe, it is in- 
| — a Diſreſpect to thoſe a: Man conyerſ- | 
| en vi BY and is n 5 
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. fi: As . ſeveral Pariculin, ——_— e in 
greater, ſome. in a leſſer Degree, all in ſome 
i Meaſure provoke: Contempt, the Apoſtle's Div 
4 rection 10 let no Man deſpiſe. , ſo far as we are = 
able to preſerve our ſelves from being deſpiſed, 
= ſhould make us avoid theſe, and whatever elſe 


| prey a een 0 be e Oecabaps.of of it. 


A it concerneth the Laity ; they are not to de- 
ö ie al But berauſe in an Age wherein Ini- 
| giity:eboundeth;: and a falſe Judgment hath miſ-. 
guided, Men's Affections, ſo as to think that we 
| l deſerve to be deſpiſed by them, on Account of 
our F unction; ; as if, becaufe all eccleſiaſtical 
[Perſons are called, and are pleaſed to be called, 
Niniſters we were therefore their Miniſters, from 
Ice ligeraliSenſe of the Latin Word | Minifter, 
land their Application of it, their Servants, we 
[poſt inform 1 we are not l . 


ö from gaining Honour, that what Livy recordeth 


| ple, are we. thivteford - ſo much inferior (8 4 — : 
2s to be che deferved Objects of their Contempt? i 
An Apoftle of 'Chrift-argueth after -a very dif- 
2 Manner. He inferreth, that Melchiſedee, 
no of Salem, that is, Jeruſalem, and /Prieft. of 
= * High God (as originally the Kingdom 
and Prieſthood were united in the ſame Perſon) 
was greater than  Abrabam himſelf, becauſe he 
bleſſed Abrabam. Without Doubt, faith he; 
: the Leſs is bleſſed of tbe Better. It any one queſ- 
| tion, whether by the Term Better, be meant 
Greater, let him reacl che ſeventh Chapter of the 
Epiſtle to the Hebrews. For Confirmation of 
dodur Argument, rather the Apoſtle's Argument, 
we obſerve that, althoꝰ Melchiſedec was certainly 
i human Perſon, not, as ſome have thought, | | 
an Angel ſent from Heaven; or, as others, 4 
Divine Virtue ; or, as others, the Meſfiab in the | 
Fleſn: And altho” Abraham was a Kind. of 
_High-Pricft; as Head of a numerous Family, yee 
ia the Action of Bleſſing, AMOR o__ | 
than Abraham. a * 2. 


. "is the Prieſthootf of F Malchiſeder apply d that 
of Chriſt, we may thence infer the Dignity; of. 
the Chriſtian Prieſthood.” For, altho? far it: be. 
from us to ſay, that we are like :our Maſter Chrift, * 
in as much as He is @ Prieft for ever, ſeeing He 
eber liveth to mate Interceſſion; whereas there are 
y aan : us 2 rant by . of Death, 4 
Moraliy ; l 
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Een i gt tefcedidg 
en 64d ud Man, and in blefſing his F. 
r teſemble bur Great High Prieſt. . Hence 
N. Pow! admoniſbeth our Fellpw-Cbrifinns 70 
alu ns ery highly in Love fur aur Maut 5 geb. 
a hät can be a greater Motive bo canon 
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| aa my 5 badhech up — — —— 
r They hate us far our Wor 
1 Gake, becauſe they hate to berefarmed, and while 
| they continue Fc we ee Kauen 
ee e bar ail. + nadie ono, 
1 Ol this Sor are the. Way Cabal $0 de. 
ery Religion, and. to. vilify | Prieſthood. Such 
589 the Widings of our ſn Age. Such are 
| | theys who. having girded on their Weapons of 
ay Comedies 


— 


d to-vitiate our Youth, and refuſe Glean- 
{ ings from ſcurrilous Libels, flouriſh. at Religiofz 
Fas if they defied the ableſt Champions of itz 
1 they conceit to be ingenious 
are Jeſts at the Doctor or the Parſon, Appel 
n of Scomn: wich thoſe a woul we us 
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4 TY Hande which hare beep try'd to cue 


| this.great and Na Evil proving in 
| * who are are reſolyed Infidels 
3 5 deſperate 


5 Tam. 
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f ſert the Truth of Chriſtianity, and the Honour 
due to the Chriftian Miniſtry, by proceeding to 
demonſtrate both in the Purity of our Lives. 
Such was holy Dovid's, Reſolution expreſſed in 
the goth Pſalm. 7 will tale Heed to my Ways 
mile the Wicked ere befor me. And then he ex- 
preſſeth his Confidence in God. Lord, wbt 


from all my ee : Make me the nn 1 
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| When wen PR of Untalif is not - real. 3 
Cauſe of the Contempt of. the Clergy, I know. 
not what Pretence, as to the Generality of them, 
can be made for it, but their Poverty; which, 
as the Satyriſt hath long ſincę obſerved, aches 1 
Men ridiculous, - There js no juſt Cauſe why it 
ſhould do ſo; but that is Matter of moral Con? 

ſideration. What we now ſpeak of is Fact, not | 
the Reaſon of the Thing, but the Apprehen- . 
ſions of Men concerning it. We grant thar 
Poverty is contemptible if occaſioned by, Idle - ; 
neſs, Extravagance or Lewdneſs, But what is 
this to the great Number of our Clergy whoſe. - 
Poverty i is derived to them, Firſt, From the Ba- 43 
pine of Popes, and their Condition made worſe -. 
by thoſe who ſaid that the Clergy, without Di- 
ſtinction, without Regard to particular Merit, 
or Services done to the Church, had too much; 
dut thought tha they themſelves could never 
dave enough ? 9 as they had = 7 
„„ | 1 
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wait I fer? Hope is in thee. Deliver 6 


| 7400 WEN 
| * FE 110 other Countries biet w 

RES plundered: the ſecular ode: in cheſe 
*Kindoms of Tythes; Which, as they wee tüte 
SGitt of God to them, Man could not Juftly take 
- 'from them. They transferred theſe Tythes to 
the Regulars, who were always ready to vindi- 
cate their Claim to that univerſal Supremacy 
nich they had uſurped over the Church, be- 


ing the Maintenance of the Clergy to be at their 
abſolute Diſpoſal, It was found to be a fruir- 
leſs Thing to argue with theſe Advocates for 
the Papacy from Seri ptufe' or the ancient Me- 
moirs of the Church; that St. Peler had not the 
Power, which the Popes aſſume as his Succeſſors 
in the See of Rome; that he was not, could not 
be, in a ſtrict and proper Senſe, Biſhop' of None; 
therefore the Popes, not his Succeſſors; that St. 
Peter was an Apoſtle of the Circumciſion (as St. 
Paul termeth him) an cecumenical Biſhop, who 
had the Charge of converting the Jews diſperſed 
over the World, and confirming' them in the 
| Chriſtian Faith; therefore his Office - requiring 
much Fravel, he could not be affixed/ to one 
Place; that he reſided (as Enſebins tells us) neat 
- ſeven Years at Antioch, which 4 great Number 
of the Fews inhabited; but as they do not agree 
with him that he was Biſhop there, in their Senfe 
of the Word Biſbop, ſo neither do we diſpute 

it with them; that to alledge that the Bimops 
of Rome have enjoyed and exerciſed an univet- 


ful t Power from St. Peter's. Time till 
of the * 


S 21 * 


yond the exterior Diſcipline- of it, even in aſſert- 5 
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8 che, een e Luther, is a Aries 
Centrontmeng to, all the authentic Hiſtories: of 
the Church, to which we appeal. to determings 
| the Fact; ag ſome of, gur leatned Divines in 0 
Tinte af Laier ue do 1577 ae ci 90h 
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100 o as little Fuge was 11 to Gifure, 45 BY | 
erciſe of the Popes their pretended Authority 
to deprive, the Secular Clergy of their Tythes, 
and to giye them to the Regulars. Theſe argued YF 
that they, were Ecclefjaſticks,. therefore the 
Tythes yere not miſapplied... In anſyer to this, 
the; Loſers, ſuch of them as bad the Courage to 
ſpeak in their own Behalf, referred to the, Reaſon! 
why. God gave the Tythes to the Levites, declared; 
_ by. himſelf, Numbers xvili, 21. Behold I have git 
ven the Children of Levi all the Tenth in Iſrael fer: 
an Inheritance for their Service, which they /eruts, 
even the Service of the Ti abernacle. of 45 Cougres. 
gation. And they were not, as the ordinary Le-, 
Vites were, appointed to mean and ſervile Offir | 
ces in the Tabernacle and Temple but the y . 
were Prieſts, as the more honourable. of the Le. L 
_ vides, the Poſterity of Aaron were, who had a. 
very plentiful Portion appointed for them by t he 

| Levitical Law: the Morality of which, as in o- 
ther Reſpects, ſo in a decent Proviſion for the 
Meins Clergy, ſubſiſted under the Goſpel... 


"y * 


In Anſwer to this Argument, the School 135 


14 17 


who were Monks, arrogantly and impiouſly ſajd 
that the . was the Repreſentative, c of nn 4 
'E x and 


th 


5 16 ide ihirefore be bad lawful Peer to dif- 
poſe of the Goods of the Church to whom he 
pleaſed. They diſtinguiſhed between Property 
and Poſſeſſion. The Property, they pretended, 
was in what they termed the Apoſtolical See; 
Which had granted the Poſſeſſion to the Regu- 
uus for the comfortable Support of them, and of 
W thoſe of the Secular Clergy, whoſe Tythes were 
| reſumed by the ſame Authority, by which they 
had enjoy'd them. Theſe were told that they 
ould live plentifully on the common Stock, 
not worſe than they did before with their re- 
ſpective Biſhops, to whom the Tythes of the 
ſeveral all d had been formerly paid, and by 
them diflributed to their Clergy. They did ſo. 


no Families (as moſt of them had not) were duly 
paid. And whenever they thought fit they were 

8 chearfully entertained at the Tables of the Monks, 
Who kept open Hoſpitality, not excluding the 
= Families of ſuch of the Secular Clergy, who did 
not obſerve the Rule of Clibacy z for theſe were 

' conſidered as Strangers, of whom none was to be 
} . excepted. They were by their Foundations o- 
dliged to receive all, Yet this did not excuſe 
the Popes robbing the Secular Clergy of the 
Tythes, nor the Regulars receiving them, They 
WW who ſerved in the publick Worſhip of God, and 
che Cure of Souls. had, by the Gift of God, the 
I Property in, and ſhould have been ſuffered to 
I have kept Poſſeſſion of them. To have had the 
4 / Diſpoſal ha what was their own, would have 
. n ; 


Their Stipends, large enough for Men who had 


the 8 as it were their Receivers and Stews | 
ards without their Conſent. | While they quietly | 
enjoyed their own Inheritance, they made good 
| Uſe of it in Charity diſcreetly choſen and care- 1 
fully managed, the Relief of thoſe who by Age, 
Sickneſs or bodily Infirmities were diſabled from: Fi 
Labour; in employing thoſe who could work fin 
building Churches, and Nurſeries for Learning, 
and liberally endowing them, beyond what the 
Monks did ; of whoſe Bounty there are Monu- 
ments too; but not in Proportion to their much 
greater Wealth z which (if the common Report 
ok it be true) was by the miſguided Devotion 
of the People far more conſiderable than what: 
they got by the Ravages of the Popes from the 
Parochial Clergy. So many of theſe were de- 
prived of the Profits of their Livings, that the 
Wealth accruing to the Monks by them, muſt; 
have been great. But we hee of it now a 
in Compariſon, | 


However, without computing the Tyites, che 
Monks were vaſtly opulent. This, tho' artfully 
denied, and concealed by ſome of them before 
the Diſſolution of the Monaſteries, hath been 
Univerſally owned ſince, even by thoſe of the 
Popiſh Communion. The Controverſy between 
us and them, is, Whether they were honeſtly ſo ? 
I Purgatory and Maſſes for the Dead, if the 

Protection and Interceſſion of Saints departed, if 


their 5 whether N or real, if Pres 
| ſents 
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. Shas, Abele date 
| Thing objected againſt: the Monles as theit Ian 

| wentions tt get Riches, have a: Foundation in 
F e- and Reaſon, the ;Prafie; which. they 

| mide bf theſe Things was juſtly: cheigiownis Mu 
| if theſe were theit crafty Contrivances ta. defraud 
| the People of their Subſtance, tho the Monks 
| If Sore Sheep Clonhing, and Joe. of them Hair 
Shirts, 30708 were no enn _— 
| Wolves. ad #5: beg K 4 f 
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| | i how far i it eee their Ctimes, = 
[| | chey did ſome Good with Part: of their ill-got- 
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ten Wealth, is known only to che great. Jud 
of all the World. We can ſay, and too many 
| ſenſibly feel, that as to a Recampence, for the , 
| Injury done to the deſerving Clergy, tho? not 
equal to it, this ceaſed with themſelves; con- 
wary to what god Men wiſhed, and the Clergy 
guſt! y expected at the: Beginning of the Refot · 
nation of the Church of England. .;:If it be-aſk-. 
bo the Clergy came to be more impover. 
Amed chan they were before, we anſwer plainly 
ny „eſigning Men informed / King Hen 
Pe Eighth that the Secular Clergy; who: ſeemed 
1 d ſubſiſt on the Bounty of the Monks, did not 
I ant ie when they pretended that they could; 
t live without it. It was not objected againſt. 
Pena againſt the Monks, that the Iniguiq af 5 0 
Podom , and Abundance ef Idleneſs mat in them xi 
ur, ther they: had by the common Policy of 
= bet * heaped e ach of it, 

that 
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eftitutidn of Thrhes' to them ; and there was. tio 


ways the ſame ; m che pie 
ceffors, Whatever Methods might be taken to pre · 


vent their impoſing on the —— Capi | 


_ lity of the People; therefore the Tythes which 
_ - were appropri 

FHouſes ſhould, with the reſt of their Treaſures, 
| lought to be converted to the Uſe of the Crowh, 
It was thought convenient. that theſe Men ſhould 
de, or ſhould appear to be, credited not only of 
the.Clergy'who were contemiporary with them, 
of whom they were falſe Accuſers, but alfoiof 


thoſe who were yet unborn, who have ſince ma- 


nifeſted them to be falſe Prophets. Theſe were 
_ the Commiſſtoners appointed dy the King for 
wiſiting all the Monaſteries in Rm. They | 


were directed to proceed in their Viſitation but 
-whidt was very material for the Viſitors wal, | 
What was the Revenge of the ſeveral Monaſte- } 
ries, - For when by Reaſon: of great Cortußn- 
| tions, which" they ad that they diſcoveretl } 
among the Monks, their Houſes, ' Churches, 
Lands and Goods were declared to be borfeitod 
to tlie King, he was ſo delighted with this A. 
celfion of Wealth, of which the Writers of} 
ben -Times-give ſurprizing Accounts, as EY 
be eaſily perſuaded" to male the Viſirors and | 
| — Friends who” had redommended them 1 
| Om re. Wen tha 
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Reuſdn ts 'doubr but that Frieſts would be al- 
ſeüt, ſueh their 'Suc- 


ated to What were called Religious 


-had' many Articles of | Enquiry, by which ef 
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Lund ot the Manaſteie ſet to thei in OY 
Farms, with ſmall Rents reſerved to the Crown, 
but alſo the Tythes of a conſiderable Part of | 
that Kingdom. In like Manner Abby-Lands 
:4 and Tyche⸗ in this ans were. __ bars 
13% 8 . SY 
. Doms who de not object 
er ne Abby-Lands, but only diſapprove the 
Uſes to which they were apply d, haye cenſured 
this Diſpoſition of the Tythes as the Scandal of 
the Reformation; but very improperly; for in 
Truth it is no Part of it. The. Reformation 


of a Church, conſidered as a Society, is the re- 


| from which they had erred: Now the Scripture 
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fore it be a Maxim of the Law of Reaſon (and 


2. to another? He did fo to the Lævites, not 


20 alienate the Firſt· Fruits of tbe Land (theſe were 
| che Tythes which were to be offered up to God, 
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| Faith, Lvit. xxvii. 30, All the Bibe of the Land 
| $5 the. Lord's: It is Holy unto the Lord. If there- 


| fore I am that is the Law of Religion) Danj- | 
mim trans ferre non poteſt qui i ipſe Dominus non eft, 
| how could any but God. " himſelf diſpoſe of his 


as Proprietors, but only as Uſufructuaries. God 
| Kill fetain'd the Right in himſelf, and by his 
Prophet Ezekiel, xlyiii, 14. He ferhad his People 


and with a Form of Oblation preſcribed by him: 
elf, ax you may read in the. 26th Chapter of 


n The 87 
een 1 


| ducing the Members of it to a Conformity to 
| the Will of God declared in the Holy Scripture, 1 


. *. 6 
N I * 8 Oe. - yu 4 0 * q 
ww % ” * 7 % * 
N * 9 7 
. S 
: | ' 8 
8 


ee Malachi, i TIA i 8. "eat che - $i . fob Wi 
| ever ſaid it was the Refotmation of his Church ?. © | 
God Almighty, who can execute his Will by. 
whatever Means he pleaſeth, made a Prince, 1 
Who was no Saint, the Inſtrum̃ent of intros Y 
ducing a Reformation of Part of the Catholiclæ 1 
Church from many g groſs Errors and Abuſes. It 


of Ged.  Whiit good Mn 


is plain that in what he did to the labouring A | 


Clergy, the Grace of God was not with him. 


His Severity to them proceeded from an- inſati. {| 


able Deſife of Niches; which a bouridleſs Pro- 
fuſion of them to his Favourites diſabled him to- Y| 
make any good Uſe of, in Compariſon with. the bf 
Injury done to thoſe, who, with the Conſent of 

his Patliament, which he could riot. doubt of., 
« to have had the Tythes reſfored tag 
tem ; as ſottic Biſhops petitioned that their 
Lands might be, which Popes Had deprived, Þ 
them of to ſttengthen their Intereſt with ths 


Regulars, And the Deſcendants of ſeveral Fa- [| 
milies whoſe Anceſtors, contraty to à Statute of. | 


| Henry the Second, not yet repealed, had deviſed 
Lands to them, hoped to have been clititably « 
Eonfidlered 3 that they might no longer ſuffer, or 
not fo ſo great a Degree as they had done by 
the Faults of others before theꝶ were born, But 4 
ſuppoſe (it is caſter to ſuppoſe than prove) that. 
neither the Lands of the Biſhops, for of other 
innocent Sufferers ſhould have been feſtoredg 
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TR. 
i E * being alienated, "It 1 ee 
= A that a Chriſtian Prince, who vigorouſly = 
= and laudably aſſerted and recovered his own 
| = Supremacy from papal Ufurpation, would have 
[ done what was in his Power that Reſtitution 
might be made of them; The Things which are 
== Cotte: 5 Gould be rindered unto Cæſat, and Ceſar 

- himſel} ſhould render u unto God. the edt which 
are: God's. 5 1 * 


- 


* ; 


* gr Chritian Bini K King Labs b — 
Mr ellen in his England's Finde, honoura- 
iy intitles of Kings the firſt. Chriſtian, in the 

= 180th' Year of Crit, when he had conſtituted; 
W thirty one Biſhops, made large Donations to 
| their Churches for the Support of the Biſhops: 
and inferior Clergy, Theſe Donations were of 
Lands; but it is generally thought that this pi- 

ous King ſtrictly ordered the Payment of Tythes. 

The Character ef his Piety occaſions this to be 

thought of him, tho” no Author of undoubted 
Veracity hath mentioned it. I only ſpeak. of 

it here as, reaſonably conjectured. But we have 
| Records not doubted of, for they are mentioned 
and confirmed by many Acts of Parliament, of © 
ſeveral: Kings of Kugland, who, after the Ro- 
mans, Conquerors of the greateſt Part of that 
Ro Kingdom, had left it to defend Rome: againſt 
the Goths, becoming ſole Proprietors of. the- 
Lands of: England, devoted all the Tythes of 
thoſe Lands to God, with ſolemn Imprecations 


| EONS went IEA Es ES ITT .EI% 
— — — - —— - * A _ 
— 2 8 N 
_ — 


* 


can have no Right given to them by Man, and 


on all who ſhould receive, adviſe, or aid in 
| ſuch Grants. This was done at the Altars of 7 
many. Cathedral Churches in England, and was 
approved and atteſted, by the Subſcriptions. 6E 
all the Nobles oſ the "Ah big ſpiritual and tem- 


poral, who. could then, be aſſembled. And Mr. 
Selden ſays, this was in thoſe Days a parliamen- 


tary Coaltivatinn. But whether the Origin of 4 
Parliaments, ſuch as they now are, he dated 
from the Reign of Edward the Hirt, or they 4 


be more antient, certain it is, that ſeveral Far- 


15 liaments ſince his Reign down to that of Heury | 
the Bigbth confirmed what their religious Kings | | 
did , who acknowledged that they did no, more 


han hat was their Duty to do, that they had 
nothing to glory of in diſcharging their Debt 


of Gratitude to God, from whoſe Bounty and 


Goodneſs proceeded all they enjoy d ʒ and. there- 


fore: it was fit that Part of it ſhould. he offet d ] 


2. Sacrifice ef Thankſgiving to him a. and that 


as; bo che -Getermiaate Nuanrum of Tenth, God: , 


in his holy Word had e ee tr 
i wo bimſelf. bo. Tarts ds F 
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verre like Jacobs Vow pecord in the 2 8th, Chap: 
tar of Gengis. Fu Lord roi le with , | 
will lep in be wb watt an,, 
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e 
alienate them by. Grants to ſuch as, ſaid they, 


2 2 8 
3902, of Eg. 2 — 
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. _ OOO 
4 &: B! 6% et, EY Raiment 10 put on, fa that 
* Tame again to my Fatber*s Houſe in Peace, thin | 
York be my Gad. And ef all that bon 
Kal give me, 1 will ſurely give the Tenth unto 
ber. The Lord was Jacobs God before Jacob 

"vowed this Vow, and the Tenths belonged to 
| God before they were yowed to him. What 
were theſe Vows then but Acts of Piety acknow- 
| edging the Sovereignty of God over his Crea- 
kures, and Right to be deyoutly ſerved out af 
What is his own ? The Solemnity of vowing 
| theſe Things (which were Matter of Duty before 
8 were vowed, was) without Doubt, alſo 
meant to make them more fearful of tranfgref- 
fing it z for as the Breach of a Vow is Perjury, 
 andithat with the utmoſt Aggravation of the 
Sin, being a pompous Mockery of God, they 
* haye had the moſt: rental” ee | 


+ dad "oY never Amed; hip Vow, | 
aer did any of his tend - to annul 
it. But Jeroboam, not ef the Royal: Line; but 
from the Condition of a Servant advanced to 
the Throne of [ae whoſe wicked Policy is re- 
Forced in the twelfth Chapter of the ſecond 
' Book of Kings, to eſtabliſh Abet in the King-⸗ 
1 prevented the People their going to the 
| Fenpe at -Joruſalem, 4%, faid he, F they fbould 
go up % to Satrifice in the Houſe of the Keren 


em Ihen . *. gn 


Cal and if id tothe ; Pooh, It # fag Met for * 
nl v0 be ap to Jeruſulem. Bebold thy Gods, c 0 
Itrael. 75% Jerobqam made Iiracl to fin. A NY} 
covetous People were eaſily tempted o Weh. 
hold the firſt Fruits, which were to be brought | 
to the Prieſts at Jeruſalem, and there to be of; | 
fered by them in the * This was Sacri- 
lege, which they vainly thought profitable 
Sin ; and that ſeduced them to the moſt god 
Idolatry. For both which the Prophets de- 
nounced the Judgments of God againſt them 
and how they were executed, the -melancholy "Fl 
Condition of chat 29 92 W their an 1 
fler plainly ſheweth. we | 


Ax to Sacrilege, the ana; are ſo. fond] | 
| fible of their Nation being puniſhed for this 
Sin, that the devout Men among them, as . 
have neither Temple, nor Sacrifices, nor regu 

Prieſthood (for their Genealogies being un 
certain none is able to prove his Deſcent from 
Aaron) inftead of Tythes, ſer apart a tenth Pro- 
* eee 


If the fins, be done by thoſe among us, wha 
by Artifices' conceal, or by Force detain what! 
| js due to God and hie Church, their Charity 1 
very private. Do our Lay - Improprietors like 
1 chat which is. done by thoſe zealous ⁹ .By | 

Pg what — W * Had 1 ae | 
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e them, there is no compounding with God, 
| oo ſatisfying for the Tranſgreſſion of one Law 
e obeyiog another: Would they perform their 
HDoty to God, and to Man for his ſake, the Son 
of Sirach, with Regard to the Subject before us, 
BW hath. expreſſed . both. Zeele/, th, 3aſt, and gad. 
Fear the Lord, and honour the Prigſ, and give bin 
, Portion, as. it is commanded thee, Aud Pretch 
, Fund uta the Poor, that thy Bigſing may be 
falke. This indged is not Caponical Scrip- 
e but it is prudent , Advice, as, guthoriſed 
| by.it. Charity to the Poor, however they, per- 
m it, they allow to be their Duty ; and, 
I think, it is proved in this Diſcourſe that 
| Prieſts are intitled to a comfortable Portion by 
de Word of God contained in che Scripture, of 
oe Old Teſtament, concerning which, between 
chem and us there is no Diſpute. And that the 
Nen Teſtament, ſalth the, ſame, is evident 
le plaineſt Expreſſions can make it. 
eee £4 voin eld 21 Son Hinz 
0 5 leaſed to inſticyte that they; amang 
dhe Jus robo miniſtrad about bely Things, ſbould 
e of the Things of the Temple, and that they 
paebo waited at the Altar fhould be Partakers with 
be Altar. Even ſo, ſaith St. Paul, n Cor. dx. 14: 

| hath thei Lord ordained that they. 1a0ho preach. the = 
el | ſoduld: i live of the Geſpel. , But) bow can 
they: be. idto- dive of the · Goſpel, according to 
he Ordinance of Gad, a the Lavites lived. af ; 
Temple, rholare not ſufferad to enjoy the 
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17 1 
Side are Lad as they enjoy'd' then? T 
Queſtion' concerneth thoſe who” by ſubtile Y | 
vexations Coritrivances defraud the Clergy *of-} 
great Part of their Dues, much more thoſe whe Þ| 
devour all. Do they imagine that a pitiful 
SGallary allowed to an officiating Clergyman, 
Perhapo not. equal to what they give: to) ſome 
domeſtic Servant, is a Satisfaction for the In- 
jury done to the Church! We often hear the 
Word Cee for the Dues, of the Clergy ; 
but never was it more ſcandalouſly applied ll 
here. - Conſider the Iniquity of this in its own” JF 
Nature, or in the Conſequences of it, (ſo; obvious 
that I need not mention them here) y the Charae- 
ter of the unjuſt} Judge in the Parable, bt U 
feared. nos God, nor regarded. Man, may be -fitly 
apply'd to theſe griping mercileſs Improprier 
doors. It ie not @ Tythe of the Tythe (leſs the 
Which many, of them allow) nor any Thigg F! 
| ſhort: of the whole Tythe that God hath ap? 
pointed. for the Clergy ; therefore they and alk 

2 ther Lay-Improprietors, whether they have gos 
Poſſeſſion of it by Inheritance or their o.＋ã n 
raſn Purchaſe, N 4 to reſtore it where they 1 
are not hindered by Family -· Settlements and 
in ſuch Caſe they ſhould during their own Lives 
give the whole Tythe to the Church by the 
Miniſter Who performs the Service of it, What: 
ever temporal Damages they may ſuſtain by 
this generous Cbrifien: Action. Theſe ought ne- 1 


ZN, ver to be Fat! in Bar * Duty, nor = rm | 


o „ 2 | 


| | $4 965 ir of Succeſs In CHO pi ht 
Cl hitherto a Purpoſe z for the Men whom 
ve now ſpeak of, like a fierce and ary Poo 
nee by Nel. 1 . 


we Amen ue e ue 
ee Ib 995 ol 8 . 


eve faia, chat our 


| F wholly vain, we can prove by the Exump les of 


Wl courſes of the Clergy have 


4 not meaning that this Gift of God to the 


W Church was purchaſed from them by Money, 
A ber by a quiet Conſcience, a greater Treaſure 
chan all the Wealth of this World; in a plen⸗ 
W tiful Portion of which alſo: they had their pre- 
W fent Reward ; for that as God promiſed” the 


| Iſraelites, Malachi iii, x. that i of they would 


| four them our @ Bleſing till there ſhould not bt 


| Increaſed their worldly Subſtance, and made 
e Thing that they did to proſper, in Re- 
7 warn d for the Fo Deeds which they had done 
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ing on this Sub 
| jet hath been' to little Purpoſe but that not 


fome ſew who have declared that the DE 
what they truly thought a divine Impulſe” on 

W their Minds; in ſo much that they have reſign . 
W their Impropriations on valuable Conſideration 5. 


n the Tythes into bis Store-bouſt, he would 
it open upon them the Windows of Heaven, and 


| Room enough to receive it, He hid abundantly 


W £1.) 4 
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hu rf wr God for ws 18 
: ces" thereof, 6 1000 mor ot 75 111071 108 tho? 'v) | 
oil i 9 cher Mn 
Some have contemptuduſty leg the er. 
ligioud Behaviour of theſe Men, and repreſented 
it u Efithuffüfm. It is the Principle of ſuch 
Scoffers that Tythes ate mere arbitrary Things 10 
that however ſtrictiy they were required from 
the Jews by God pimfelf, Chrifions are under 
no "Obligation'"td pꝛiy them, farther tha tile 
Law of their Country hath ſpecify*d aud _ J 
ſcribed chem. Yea,: ther are ſome who ſay it 
is Goful: tor Miniſters to demand any hats + Yi 
Theſe ate Set called Quakers. Their Arch- 
"Heretick: wis George Fix, à Shoe · maker; d ſeinſe- 
le Mann, us tc Reftgioß; bite be made a bet 
ter Traded of it than of that he was bied to. 
He in the Year 1650, which "oP Followers tal! 4 


gal-Argurhent, which a-rhiiving People hase 


| thriveithe Vetter . 2 The Arginieht, 45 ben l 


. Dikdpko: peach ile Geipel he Wc chin'1,Y 
thats Hh bey had received 5 0 


 mandrdthem> freely io give it; whence it ld hot 
_ lawful for Miniſters, who pretend to be a the 
Diſciples were, but are more like Bog/'s Prieſts, F| 
ai nof are » "obliged | in Conſcience o 
| e es! but to do What 6 F| 
ee [Nie dn Aeg Ba "ont of the Lr 
„en moms 
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ths firſt-Vear-of his ApoMeſhip Narted' 4 Fu- 


been from thut Time very fond of, meaning to 


ofpily au u. 


= nl by dv the injur ies which. 14 


| ' ould "JN Py xr OY 560 b hp 5 
221 as I think the Clergy, and hope the greater. 
Part of the Laity here aſſembled * with the 
; | Repedition of FalDond 99; ä e as this is, 
and many of them E, 
4 | T, that as 10; 
A Tythes, the Infection of Quakeriſm hath ſpread 
father than the DialeQ, of it is approved of 


W and ic js now more\contagious than ever. It is 
che common Obſervation. of good Men, that 


there hath not been in any Age ſince Cbrili- 
aui appeared in the, World, ſo. much Oppoſi- 
nion to the Clergy as at preſent. Till: now. in- 
9 justice to them by thoſe 9 the Fruits 
of the Land was committed .privately- ; in ur 
Days it is qpenly avowed. Affociations in De- 
| ance; of the Laws of God and, Man, oneyet bo- 
fare heard of but among the Quakers; are fatm - 
ec againſt them; and they who ate united in 
the, ond of Iniquity are obliged under ſevere. 
Penaltien 10 AMA each other with, — 
tunes, The Confederates pretend to at 
| Principle. of Conſcience. Miniſten — 
Right, to live on the Subſtance of dle Adu. N 
triaus Muſtandman, who wrongeth himſalf and 
hie Family, if he do not by Force: or; Art pro- 
vent it. 4 01 £093914 Ov i Aint e it. 
| 375 | 18 71% 1% 21% 8 ie 
It 48 «ſtipiſhing to . . .who, talk Agtir, 
onglly..on, other Subjects endeavour tg ſup* - 
port eee y etke Auth 1 3 ; 
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ers (by What appears 
Him) thought of, 
urged. eren by ſome who 


of 


profeſs, - we diſcover the Venom 


Windings « and Tuning:. | 


Our Bleſſed Saviour his Art Nihon of w 1 
twelve Diſciples was not to preach the Goſpel, } 
but to prepate Men for the Reception' of it, and 


| to warn them that tbe Kingdom of Heavth, that is, 
the State of the Goſpel, was ar Hund; it would 


ſoon be preached to the World. To gain them | 


Credit in what they ſaid, he gave them Power 


4% cal out Devile, to cure Diſtaſts, and to fai 
of the Lord 
Jeſus. Which mne Power, as they had 
frei retehved it from A7 5 he commanded Þ} 
fretly to exerciſe for the, Benefit of others. 
That the Words 727 give, are thus to be un-. 
derſtood is evident from the Connection of 
them with that miraculous Power they were 


the Diad, by calling 


on the Name 


them 


_ endued with. How ineptly theſe Men argue 


appeareth farther thus: When our bleſſed 8a. 4 


Vio ſent his ſeventy Diſciples really to preach 
the Goſpel, the Reaſon why he forbad them 
m ake ” Proviſion for thtir Jourmy was, denn 
Ga the 


- * but bl is 400 10 in 
te five fic dend this Argument (ik ſo 1 i , 1 | 
ealfed) Which the firſt of the Qua: 1 | 


And the reſt 5 it, 1 

0 profeſs to be 7 4 
our own Communion, But whatever they 4 
the Ser- 
pent, and it is eaſy to trace hin, tlio? his 4 


bot chen to. Fig ſup pporced. bac this ; eee 

not find that they 2 with, other miraculous 
6 that of converting Stones into Bread. « 
. then theſe were worthy of their Hire, as 
Labourers in the Vineyard of God, ſo were 
the Diſciples who were ſent before them, and 
ſo are we who ſucceed them; not therefore as 
| Hirdling of the State, becauſe the State pro- 
tecteth us, which we gratefully ackhowledge, 
but as the Servants of Cg, who hath appoint- 
8 our Wages, as he hath aſſigned us our Work. 
lo this Reſpect we own, and we glory that 
were Hirelings : And if we be och, wo: 1 
1 0 unjuſt who. rob us of our Hire? fo 


Bout fone, who infumeuly pretend to bet wi- 
"or than God, would have us depend on volun- 
tary charitable Contributions. Of whom? Would 
| | any. who are not of us maintain us? Would 
wah of our own Communion do it? Some of 
them, I doubt not, would contribute bountifully 
towards | it, But why ſuch- a Charge on them, 
to leſſen = Weight (as they who are no Friends 
2 the Clergy call their Maintenance) which, is 

ry ſupportable diſtributed univerſally ? And 
. — Purpoſe ? when we have juſt Cauſe: to 
think that the Number of ſuch zealous Chri- 
Ke, is ſo ſmall, that the utmoſt they could 
90 would not ſupply the Clergy with he bare 
Es * | Neceſlaries 15 Life. 5 protect us from that 
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_ Charity , for we hart 1 
5 TT G will ger relies. 
1 181 „in zu 5 Ee 
1 lere Fi Length of Time, 
N dut very imperiectly for the Subject, in both 
V hich I x han abuſed your Patience, gone the,, 
the ſeveral Particulars propoſed... ” e 


And now. My Lord, Right n 2 
| Moſt Excellent Bimop, Eminent: among .; 
Worthies of our Iſrael; whom the, good: Pro- 
dence of God hath digniflied with, your wigh | 1 
Station in the. Church,  and- whom the ſag! 
good and benign Providence hath placed over || 
us; You, My Lord, who by the Wiſdom of” 
your Inſtructions edify, and by the Sandtity of 7 
your Life are an Example to your Clergy : Ye! 
Venerable Sirs, who are living Rules to your} 
Flocks, and fail not to deelaye 10 them the 2000 1 
Counſel of Cod revealed in his ſacred Word $1 
Learned and Faithful Stewards of the Myſfbaries | 
of God, ye know your Duties, and happy arg guy | 
for ye do thim, I haye not therefore preſumed 
to appear here as a Te ascher, nor is it mu , 
for me to perſuade you to that which you ſkill»; 
fully and. conſcientiouſly practiſe. This Diſe 
. ſo far as it perſonally concerned the ; 
Clergy, was only to fir up your pure Minds by Way 
_ of Remembrance, of the Miniſtry, n * * 1 
— received FR the Lord Jeſus, 790 1 
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